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Dan Speck, left, Joon Nah, Thom Speck and Joe Oliva of the Essentials, one of Canada’s top vocal groups, are back at Merla
Mae tonight.They were the “house band" at the ice cream shop for about five years on Sundays in the 1990s.

Former Merla Mae stars

retum essential to see

Back in 1991, you
could have found

Right Here under the trees
in Victoria Park — enjoy-
ing the first London inter-
national children’s festival
and his introduction to a
fine young a cappella
group called the
Humdingers. «

It turns out the young
London vocalists had
already been wowing

Jamés

Reaney

Mae Ice Cream Ltd. “We're
excited to be returning to
the parking lot where it all
started for us,” says bass
singer Joe Oliva. “We used
to get out there on Sunday
nights in the summer and
sing doo wop tunes with
absolutely no equipment.
Because we only knew
four songs, we used to
have to memorize the faces
of the audience and wait
until they all left before

crowds at the Merla Mae
on Sunday nights for many
months with their sweet
and soulful harmonies and doo wop
sounds. Tonight, at 7 p.m., you can
find the group — long since known
as the Essentials and now Toronto-
based — back at the Merla Mae. The
free show is billed as a one-time-only
event.

The Essentials started performing
18 years ago in London. For nearly
five years, they were the “house
band” in the parking lot of Merla

RIGHT HERE

coming out for our next
set.”

Right Here seems to
recall they didn’t seem to have too
many songs at the children’s fest
either. But once that pitch pipe
sounded and the doo wop com-
menced, his heart melted. Fast.

The group had started at Central
secondary school almost as a lark.
Soon, skills and expectations grew.
“By our third year, we needed a full
sound system set up and it just kept
snowballing from there,” Oliva says.

With a few lineup changes, the
Essentials have recorded albums,
two with legendary Canadian record
producer Jack Richardson, and have
toured North America and Europe.

“To this day, we still get countless
e-mails from fans telling us about
how they used to enjoy watching us
at Merla Mae,” says baritone Joon
Nah. “We're going to do our newer
repertoire of course, but . . . we have
been relearning some of the old
songs we used to perform.”

The Essentials are at the Wolf Per-
formance Hall on Nov. 8 for the
release of a Christmas CD. For
details on tonight’s gig at 1080 Ade-
laide St. (north of Cheapside) Merla
Mae, visit essentialsmusic.com or
call 519-438-2253.

Right Here previews the week ahead in
London entertainment. James Reaney
can be reached at 519-667-4607 or from
outside London 1-800-265-4167, ext. 4607,
E-mail jreaney@lfpress.com and read
his blog at www.lfpress.com




