Essentials' joie de vivre infectious
Bv: Harry Carnie (The Becovd)
WATERL OO

The Eszentzals retwned to the Waterlos Stage Theatre on Manday For what has pew become an annoal Christmas event Well, to be
precize, three fifths of The Essentials returned, and two fifths were there for the first time as part of Canada’s leading a cappella group.

The change: sccured when long-time member Bob Van Gueson left the groug to pursus sther interests, and the decizion was made to
expand back to their original configuration of five singers, though they'd worked with only four Eor some years,

Five wvoices gives them much more flexibality, of course, for when one voice 15 singing solo there are four voices behind the lead to
give a complete chord backing, and in the ensemble work the chords can be richer with five parts

Making the se changes, though, requires a lot of readjustment, The voicings change, and where one part had a certan ling in the four-
volce configuration, the zame singer might hawe quite a lot of different tones in the five-voice arrangement. Consequently, not only are
the two new guys working with new material, the theee old guys are adjusting to new parts, and at talces months to rebasild the

FEpertoire again,

Considering all that, this performance by the *new® Essentials was remarkable in itz scope and length, though they all admat that for
some time they're going to be a werk i progress,

There were encugh of their old favorites inthe program to make the large avdience feel comfortable that things haven’t changed that
much, but these tunes were spiced by zeveral new ones and by the Chrstmas songs were incleded.

Cd fawourites included "One Fine Day®, "Hearfbreak Tonight®, "Eun-arcund Sue®, "Diream”, "Brown Eyed Girl®, "Twae Silbhousttes®,
and "Some Find of Wonderful®, and the Christmas tunes included "Toy to the Werld® (bath the carel and the Three Dog Mught

versiens), "Tingle Bell Bock®, "Frosty the Snowman®, "Eocking arcund the Christmas Tree®, "Eudelph® and "Silver Bells®, the latter
done unpluogeed and off-stage right down in the audience,

It's interesting to hear the subtle change in sound the new guys have contributed

Mike Ferfolia and Thom Speck are certainly going to fit well. They both have the style and the moxie to be part of thiz fun-loving
group, and both have voices that work well in this latter-day doo-wop genre. Ferfolia did a great lead in "Stand by Me” and "Duke of
Earl®, while Speck rocked around the Christmas free in great style

Speck's brother Dan iz one of the long-time members of The Ezzentialz, along with Joon Mah and Joe Oliva Oliva’s rock-zolid
bageline iz one of autztanding charactesistics of thiz group, and becaoze of the part be never gets a lead, bt the groug has reeedied
this in one arangement, "That Leving Feeling®, and Qliva gets to actually sing the words for a change

One of the great strengths The Essentials have alwrays had 15 their infectious stage personality, both as a grovp and as individuals, their
chatter and patter and the ebwicus good time they're alwray: having on stage, and thiz carries aver into the audience,

The show repeats at Waterleo Stage Theatre tenught 2t 8:00pm. Tickets are 31
hournei@therecord com
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