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IETEEE A cappella group performs new turns on old favourites

The Essentials have loyal f

By KATHLEEN ELLIOTT
The Guelph Mercury

When you see their faces
and hear them sing they'll ei-
ther remind you of the Back-
street Boys or the Nylons - de-
pending on your age.

At least that’s what Joe Oli-
va thinks.

Oliva is one of the found-
ing members of the a cappel-
la group The Essentials, a
non-traditional ‘boy band’
that's been around for more
than 10 years.

With three albums behind
them and a fourth expected
to be released next year, the

oup is gathering a loyal fol-
owing because of their
unique style.

While the Backstreet Boys
and ‘NSync are working up a
sweat with their fancy foot-
work, The Essentials prefer to
put more of their efforts
straight into the music.

“We're not looking to
jump around on stage,” says
. Oliva. “That’s not us.”

Instead, The Essentials
have taken some classic
' songs, and even some origi-
nals, from almost every era
since the ‘50s, and turned
them into something with a
~ bit more creativity.

Songs such as Oh What a
. Night, Lean on Me and The
- Lion Sle&psTonight are sig-

nature favourites and ones

An Essential Performance - A cappella group The Essentials
perform tonight at the River Run Centre with special guests

Miraflor Romero and Chris Willes.

the band tends to put in
every live show.

“We find a cappella is a
unique angle to the group - it
makes us different,” says Oli-
va.

Tonight, The Essentials
are coming to Guelph for
their first solo concert in the
city.

Concert-goers can expect
to hear their signature songs
as well as many more.

Submitted photo

“It's a very high-energy
show,” says Oliva: “It’s really
evolved over time. We used to
just get up and sing. But now
it's a full show like you'd see in
Vegas or on a cruise ship.

“There are lots of nostalgic
tunes done our way.”

Oliva describes the show
as an “emotional roller coast-
er.” They like to bring the au-
dience up with some fast, up-
beat songs and then bring

ollowing

them back down with a bal-
lad or two, then in the next
instant whip them back up
again.

“We entertain from the
second the curtain opens un-
til the second the curtain
closes,” he says.

The Essentials consist of
four twenty-somethings. Oli-
va, who's from London, Ont.
started singing when he was
17. He's been playing guitar
and bass guitar since the age
of 11. Joon Nah, who also
grew up in London and is the
other original member of The
Essentials, started singing
and playing piano and guitar
at a young age.

Bob Van Gieson has been
involved with music all his
life and has sung in every-
thing from church choirs to
rock bands. Van Gieson came
on board The Essentials in
1992. e

Dan Speck is the newest
member, joining in 1995.
Speck has been a vocalistand
drummer for many years and
has a diploma in musical the-
atre from Sheridan College.

Tonight’s performance
starts at 8 p.m. in the Co-op-
erators Hall at the River Run
Centre. Tickets are $15 and
are available at the box office
or by calling 763-3000. The
show is produced by
Guelph's Janet Ksenych.



